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The  symposium  “Man  and  Culture”  (in  the 
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values	and	morality,	as	well	as	when	having	the	focus	on	“preferences”	and	




































verbalisation	 of	 ideas,	 norms	 and	 patterns	 of	 behaviour;	 it	 is	dynamic	 and 













in  personality  and  social  structures.8	That	 is	 to	 say,	 that	 culture	 represents	
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the	“meaningful	schemes”	for	the	selection	of	human	ways	of	life	as	equiva-


































scriptive  definitions  (“the  things  that  people 
have,	the	things	they	do	and	what	they	think”);	
historical  definitions  (“the  socially  inherited 
assemblage  of  practices  and  beliefs  that  de-
termine	the	texture	of	our	lives”,	 i.	e.	 the	to-

















stvo,	 1966	 (quoted	 from	 Serbian	 translation	






Clifford	 Geertz,	 Interpretations	 of	 Culture:	



















































•	 peoples’	community	 feelings	and	solidarity	 towards	 their	 fellow-men	are	
abandoned for the sake of a “possessive individualism” and selfishness;
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are	 all	 the	 time	 “in”	whatever	 is	 happening	 in	 the	world,	without	 being	
capable	of	understanding	what	is	really	going	on,	nor	feeling	empathy	with	
the	everyday	tragedies	that	take	place	all	over	the	world;































Herbert	 Marcuse,	 “Bemerkungen	 zu	 einer	
Neubestimmung	 der	 Kultur”,	 in	Kultur	 und	
Gesellschaft,	p.	148.
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David	 Bidney,	 “The	 Concept	 of	 Cultural	
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what	a	“better	 society”	means	and	how	 to	 realise	 it;	what	 is	“normal”	and	
what	 should	 be	 treated	 as	 “deviant”	 and	 immoral	 (in	 human	 relations	 and	
communications);	which	systems	of	values	should	be	supported	in	order	to	












in	regenerating	 their	personal	powers	and	activating	 their	energies	 in	order	
to	reaffirm	the	fundamental	role	of	culture	as	a	human	world.	Some	of	 the	
necessary	reassessment	concerns	the	following	questions:	does	the	post-mod-
ern culture provide channels  for  a better  intergenerational  communications 
















































































Kant’s	 “Categoric	 Imperative”	 seems	 to	 be	
abandoned,	as	well	as	a	crucial	liberal	idea	of	
John	Stuart	Mill,	who	wrote	about	the	liberty	
that  jeopardizes  freedom  of  other  as  being 
selfish	and	excentric.
14

































role,	 in	 terms	of	 education	which	 teach	people	how	 to	create	 a	decent	 life	
circumstances	and	humanise	their	potentials	(needs,	aspirations,	values/mo-













by	 the	 absence	 of	 new-great	 ideas	 (R.	Dahrendorf);	 furthermore,	 the	 post-
modern	relativism	that	ignores	the	difference	between	“better”	and	“worse”	
choices,	deprive	people	from	orientations	and	alternatives;	thus	a	decreasing	




































































turality”,	 which	 implies	 penetration	 of	 cul-
tural	contents	of	different	cultures,	while	the	
term  “multiculturality”  suggests  the  paralel 





































speaks	about	 the	“modern	European	standards”.	Therefore,	 it	 is	 reasonable	
to	discuss	such	a	topic,	considering	first	of	all,	the	question	whether	the	de-
clared	 democratic	 values/standards	 correspond	 to	 the	 norms	which	 are	 fa-
voured	 in	 politics	 of	 European	 and	World	 community.	When	 one	 follows	
the	 results	of	post-modern	politics/conceptions	about	 the	 “better	world”,	 it	
is	possible	to	conclude	that	they	are	not	in	correspondence	with	the	princi-
ples	of	democracy:	e.g.	declared	freedom	and	right	of	choice	 is	practically	
denied	when	 the	 imposed	standards	of	 the	great	 forces	are	 treated	as	“uni-
versal ones” (that slogan “take it or leave it” symbolises); human rights and 
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However,	 even	 that	 is	 relative,	 because	 the	
underdeveloped  societies  are  not  yet  in  the 































Kultura u postmodernom dobu
Njezina uloga u razvoju 
ljudskih mogućnosti
Sažetak






će se s gledišta supstancijalnih ljudskih mogućnosti kao što su kreativnost i imaginacija, osnove 
referenci koje se tiču smisla života, multidimenzionalna priroda strukture ljudskoga karaktera, 
sloboda ličnosti naspram vulgariziranog individualizma, itd. Postavlja se zaključno pitanje: je 
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La culture dans le monde postmoderne
Son rôle dans le développement 
du potentiel humain
résumé
la	discussion	portera	sur	l’approche	anthropologique	de	la	place	que	la	culture	occupe	dans	
le	processus	d’humanisation	de	l’homme	:	quels	sont	les	bienfaits	du	développement	du	monde	
moderne	et	quels	problèmes	apparaissent	au	sein	de	la	civilisation	postmoderne,	toujours	tech-
nologique	?	Qu’a-t-il	changé	à	l’égard	du	rôle	fondamental	de	la	culture	dans	le	monde	hu-
main	:	a)	lorsque	la	culture	est	devenue	un	produit	industriel	en	termes	de	«	culture	de	masse	»	;	
b)	sous	l’influence	du	relativisme	postmoderne	–	qui	marginalise	les	valeurs	universelles	et	la	
moralité	au	lieu	de	se	concentrer	sur	les	«	préférences	»	et	le	discours	narratif	?	les	conséquen-
ces	de	ces	changements	seront	analysées	du	point	de	vue	du	potentiel	essentiel	de	l’homme	dont	
font	partie	la	créativité	et	l’imagination,	les	références	concernant	le	sens	de	la	vie,	le	caractère	
multidimensionnel	de	la	structure	de	la	nature	humaine,	la	liberté	de	la	personnalité	par	oppo-
sition	à	l’individualisme	banalisé	etc.	En	conclusion,	la	question	suivante	est	posée	:	la	culture	
est-elle	désormais	soumise	à	l’économisme	et	à	la	politique	au	lieu	d’être	leur	fondement	?
Mots-clés
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